'CHINA, RUSS SPIED ON ' 

Bucher Quoted as Telling 
Of 2 Other Spy Ships 

By ROBERT LIU 

TOKYO (AP)— North Korea reported today that the skip- 
per of the Pueblo admitted he knew of two other U.S. Navy 
ships that carried out spy missions against Communist na- 
tions, including Communist China and the Soviet Union. 

The North Korean Central News Agency (KCNA) said 

Comdr. Lloyd M. Bucher told • 

a news conference yesterday 
the two ships were the USS 
Banner, operating out of Yo- 
kosuka, Japan, and the USS 
Palm Beach, operating in the 
Atlantic. 

KCNA, WHICH broadcast 
lengthy accounts earlier of 
Bucher’s appearance before 
foreign newsmen, quoted the 
Pueblo skipper in its latest 
dispatch as saying the Banner 
spied off North Korea, Red 
China and the Soviet Union. 

It said Bucher denied know- 
ing anything specific about the 
Palm Beach’s missions, ex- 
cept that it, too, was assigned 
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to gather intelligence through 
electronic surveillance. 

The Korean agency reported 
earlier that Bucher admitted 
the Pueblo was deep in North 
Korean waters when it was 
seized Jan. 23. The U.S. gov- 
ernment says the ship had 
been instructed to stay at least 
13 miles off the North Korean 
coast, .past the 12-mile limit 
claimed by North Korea. 
Washington said yesterday it 
had no reason to believe Buch- 
er did not carry out these 
instructions. 

ONE OF THE Japanese cor- 
respondents who attended the 
news conference, Tamao Yo- 
kota of Kyodo News Service 
reported that Bucher and 21 
other Pueblo crewmen who 
appeared with him were “ap- 
parently in good health.” 

The conference was held in 
a concentration camp in a sub- 
urb of Pyongyang, the North 
Korean capital, where the 
Pueblo’s 82 crewmen appar- 
ently are being held, Yokota 
reported. 

He said Bucher and his men 
“unan imously emphasized” 

i that the United States should 
assume “moral responsibility” 
for the Pueblo incident and 
“wondered why Washington is 
hesitating to apologize.” 


